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DETAILED ACTION 

Title 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Martin 
et al. (U.S. 6,272,551 ), hereinafter Martin. 

Martin teaches claims: 

1. A computer network, comprising: 

at least one host computer; (40) 

at least one peripheral device (col .4, lines 38-49; a Universal Serial Bus (USB) ); and 
a microprocessoriess network adapter (60) interconnecting said at least one host 
computer and said at least one peripheral device. 
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2. The network of claim 1 , wherein said network adapter is configured to meet standard 
requirements for a Universal Serial Bus (USB) host. 

3. The network of claim 2, further comprising a USB hub interconnecting said at least 
one peripheral device and said network adapter, (col .4, lines 38-49) 

4. The network of claim 3, wherein said at least one peripheral device comprises a 
plurality of peripheral devices, said adapter being configured to support said plurality of 
peripheral devices, (col .4, lines 38-49) 

5. The network of claim 4, wherein each said peripheral device has a unique network 
address, (col .4, lines 38-49) 

6. The network of claim 5, wherein each said unique network address comprises a 
unique internet protocol address, (col.4, line 20-59) 

7. The network of claim 6, further comprising a remotely attached host computer 
including one of a device driver and a utility, each said unique internet protocol address 
being assigned by said one of a device driver and a utility, (col.3, lines 7-20) 

8. The network of claim 5, wherein said adapter is configured to route data to and from 
said peripheral devices using said unique network addresses, (col. 6, lines 15-20) 
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9. The network of claim 1 , wherein said adapter is configured to manage power on said 
at least one peripheral device. (70) 

10. The network of claim 1 , wherein said adapter is configured to send said at least one 
peripheral device at least one command to go into a low-power sleep mode until said 
adapter detects inbound data bound for said at least one peripheral device. (70) 

1 1 . The network of claim 1 , wherein said adapter is configured to at least one of send a 
wake-up command to said at least one peripheral device and verify an active status of 
said at least one peripheral device before accepting the inbound data. 

12. The network of claim 1 , wherein said adapter is configured to perform automatic 
USB enumeration, (col.4, lines 38-49) 

13. The network of claim 12, wherein said enumeration is performed without software. 
(col.4, lines 38-49) 

14. A network adapter comprising: at least one application specific integrated circuit; 
and support electronics, wherein said adapter is microprocessorless. (60, 62, or 63 are 
all microprocessorless components) 
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15. The adapter of claim 14, wherein said adapter is configured to meet standard 
requirements for a Universal Serial Bus (USB) host, (col .4, lines 38-49) 

16. The adapter of claim 14, wherein said adapter is configured to interconnect at least 
one peripheral device and at least one host computer, (col.4, lines 38-49) 

17. The adapter of claim 14, wherein said adapter is configured to: detect inbound data; 
process the inbound data; and pass the processed data to at least one peripheral 
device, (col.4, lines 38-49) 

18. The adapter of claim 14, wherein said application specific integrated circuit is 
configured to perform automatic USB enumeration, (col.4, lines 38-49) 

19. The adapter of claim 18, wherein said enumeration is performed without software. 
(col.4, lines 38-49) 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 -1 9 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey C. Pwu whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6798. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wiley can be reached on 571-272-3923. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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